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Dear ECA Community: 
 

As we continue preparations to celebrate our 
50th anniversary at ACES Educational Center 
for the Arts, we are excited to share some  
updates regarding our celebration. After  
careful consideration, our administration and 
volunteers have decided to move the event to 
this coming fall, specifically on Friday,        
October 4th, 2024. This decision was 
made to ensure that we can continue our 
thoughtful planning and deliver a meaningful celebration for all who attend, including 
students, teachers, families, alumni, and community partners. 
 

Our goal for this celebration remains the same—to bring everyone together to honor 
the storytelling that is at the heart of ECA's history. Our stories, from past to present, 
shape our identity, and this event will highlight the telling, handing-down, and keep-
ing alive of our collective narratives. 
 

The arts have played and continue to play a powerful role in our storytelling through 
our Creative Writing, Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts departments. They   
allow us to transfer new ideas, celebrate our differences, and reflect upon our       
history. As we reflect on ECA's journey, we celebrate the enduring power of storytell-
ing to foster connections and add our voices to ECA's enduring legacy. 
 

Our event co-chairs and planning committee have been working diligently to make 
this celebration memorable for all. With the additional time to prepare, we have more 
opportunity to recruit your assistance in making this event financially accessible to 
everyone. This said, we are still in need of a dedicated Sponsorship/Ad Coordinator 
to secure corporate sponsors and ads for our Program Booklet. 
 

If you are interested in taking on this important role, or know someone who would be 
a great fit, please reach out to our co-chairs, Ali Parmelee (ali@3pointohhh.com) and 
Amy Graver (amy@elementsdesign.com). Additionally, if you would like to volunteer 
in any capacity, please contact Ali and Amy to let them know. The larger our plan-
ning team grows, the more thoughtful and meaningful this event will be for all who 
attend. 
 

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support.  
Kevin & Amy  

ECA SPOTLIGHT: VOLUME 15  SEMESTER 2: weeks 11 & 12 

Quarter Three 
Report Cards  
have been sent to 
all students/
families via US 
Mail.  
 

A Parent Residency Verification Form 
is included in this mailing in which 
ACES is requiring all enrolled        
students/families to complete.   
 

Please review this information and 
submit by the deadline provided in 
the letter.  For your convenience, we 
have included a link to this   letter 
and form here.  Finally, this will be 
our only newsletter for the month of 
April due to the upcoming break. Our 
next family newsletter will be sent on 
May 5th. 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, April 8th  
SOLAR ECLIPSE DAY 
We have worked with our instructors 
to provide opportunities for students 
to view the Solar Eclipse, which will 
take place during school 
hours.  ACES ECA will be providing 
approved safe solar viewers for stu-
dents and staff in an effort to allow all 
to view the event from our campus.   
 

Please visit this link from the CT 
State Department of Education which 
provides guidance on the event, re-
minders for safe viewing. 
 

Thursday, April 11th 
Chamber Music 
2:00pm & 6:30pm 
Little Theatre 
 

SPRING RECESS 
April 15th - 18th 
 

Thursday, May 2nd 
Theatre for Social Justice 

2:00pm & 6:30pm  
Little Theatre 

 

Friday, May 3rd  
Jazz Live at the 55  
7:00pm 
ECA Arts Hall 
 

Thursday, May 9th 
Dreamscapes  

2 & 6:30pm 
Little Theatre 

 

Friday, May 17th  
ECA Prom at 6:30pm  
ECA Arts Hall 
 

Thursday, May 23rd  
The Labor Project 
2:00pm & 6:30 pm ECA Arts Hall 
 

ECA COMMUNITY EVENTS 
On Wednesday, March 27th, ACES 
ECA Music Department presented its 
“New Music, New Sounds” concert for a 
full house.  All programmed music was 
composed by our very own students and 
performed by our many ensembles. Con-
gratulations to all who made this concert 
possible! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, April 5

th
, students participat-

ing in the ACES WIMS “ECA Experience 
Class,” which has been meeting every 
Friday at WIMS since the beginning of 
the school year, presented a perfor-
mance of their culminating work for an 
audience in the ECA Arts Hall.  We are 
grateful to ECA Instructors/Department 
Chairs, Ingrid Schaeffer and Saul Fuss-
iner, who have been working with 
WIMS students every Friday to provide 
this experience, education, and support 
of their interests which has encouraged 
these students to pursue further studies 
at ECA for the ‘24-’25 school year.  

BRAVI! 
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ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Creative Writing 
Congratulations to Hattie Geertz who won first prize in 
prose and Hannah Leamon who won honorable mention 
in Poetry for the Thornton Wilder Writing Competition. 
 

Kai Clayton and Micaela Demb won Gold Keys for  
Scholastic and will move on to the nationals for       
Scholastic. Dozens of others won Silver Keys and     
Honorable Mentions.  

Saul Fussiner, Department Chair 
 

Dance 
The dance department was excited to collaborate with 
the music department in last week's performance.  ECA 
music student, Amelie Michaelson created an original 
composition entitled "Unbound". To this work, ECA 
Dance Instructor, Nazorine Ulysse, choreographed a  
duet for senior dancers Ayla Yildiz and Isa Garcia. To 
cheers and applause, Ayla and Isa shared this duet for 
the dance department on Monday, April 1st. 
 

Upcoming field trip, May 2nd at1pm: the Dance            
Department will be attending the award winning Broad-
way show "Hadestown". 
 

ECA seniors are in their 2nd week of rehearsals for their 
senior project, where each will create original choreogra-
phy for the 2024 Senior Choreography Showcase.  Our 
Seniors are: Ayla Yildiz, Yazia Luna, Julianna Trudden, 
Danielle Duarte, Isa Garcia, Sophia Perrone, Eliana Ve-
lazquez, Ava O'Kelley and Alondra Perez. 
 

Please see additional highlights below from our ECA 
Dance Repertory. 

 
 
"Memories of  
Metropolitan Ave" 
choreography by 
Laura Manzella, 
Dancers: Khaili 
Dingle-King,  
Jayden Davis,  
Isabella Edwards, 
Keira Vergara, 
Clara Causa, 
Christine Wirtz 
 
 
 
 
"Dance of the  
Ages"  
choreography 
Seny Camara, 
traditional West 
African dance, 
Dancers: Ashley 
Mrowka,  
Christine Wirtz 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Repertory 
piece  
"The Human" 
choreography 
Nazorine Ulysse, 
Dancers: Sofia 
Manzo, Jorge 
Villaslobos,  
Kaliah Ames, Isa 
Garcia, Corrine 
Maddox, Maev 
Webster, Eliana 
Velazquez 
 
 

 
 

From  
Mariane 

Banar  
Fountain's  

Faculty Rep 
Piece "Tug of 
War" dancers 

Adaline  
Graver, Rosa 

DeJoy,  
Danica  

Jackson, Ava 
O'Kelley 

 
 
 
 

Samantha  
Osborn from 

Faculty  
Repertory. 
Angharad  

Davies  
choreography 

"Ash in Your  
Compact" 

 
 
 
 

 

Mariane Banar-Fountain, Department Chair 

 
Music 
As Music in Our Schools Month comes to an end, we 
took time to reflect on the value music brings to our lives. 
Thank you to David Sanchez from our ACES Marketing 
Department for capturing our student reflections. 
 

FROM OUR ACES MARKETING DEPARTMENT: 
March is Music in Our Schools Month, and we celebrated 
in the most inspiring way! We took a special trip to ACES 
Educational Center for the Arts to dive into the heart of 
what music means to our talented students. 
 

From the rhythmic beats to the soulful melodies, each 
student shared their unique perspective, painting a vivid 
picture of music's impact on their lives. 'Music is love,' 
said one. 'Music is home,' shared another. These voices, 
full of passion and depth, remind us of the transformative 
power of music. 
 

Let's continue to support and celebrate the role of music 
in education, not just in March but all year round. It's 
through these notes and chords that our students find 
their voice, their courage, and their path to greatness. 
Here's to the melodies that move us and the rhythms that 
unite us! (Click here to view the video.) 
 

PAST EVENTS: 
The ECA Music Department presented its “New Music, 
New Sounds” concert for a full house on Wednesday, 
March 27th in the Little Theatre.  All programmed music 
was composed by our very own students and performed 
by our many ensembles. Congratulations to all who 
made this concert possible: 
 

Our student composers: John, Andrew, Leo, Michelle, 
Harrison, Mila, Rachel, Emilio, Dante, Amelie, Isaiah, 
James, and Sereen 
 

Our many ensembles: ECA Percussion Ensemble, ECA 
New Music Ensemble, ECA String Ensemble, ECA 
Chamber Orchestra, ECA Contemporary Ensemble, 
and ECA Jazz Ensemble 
 

Our dance students: Ayla and Isa for bringing their art to 
this new music, under the guidance of Dance Instructor, 
Nazorine Paglia 
 

Our Music Instructors: Gretchen Hary, Polina          
Nazaykinskaya, Roy Wiseman, Oliver Homann, and 
Will Cleary  

https://aces.sharepoint.com/sites/MarketingCommunicationsWorkspace/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FMarketingCommunicationsWorkspace%2FVideo%20Library%2FMusic%20In%20Our%20Schools%20Month%20%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBa


ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS (cont.) 

Music (cont.) 
 

Our Guest Artist: Michael Lowenstern 
 

Our extraordinary Technical Director: Seth Harris 
 

Special gratitude to Polina Nazaykinskaya for her     
leadership and guidance of our student composers! 
 

Congratulations to our students who participated in 
the CMEA All State Festival this past weekend: 
 

Hannah Klein-Berger, violin; Amelia Shaw, clarinet;    
Israel Ortiz, bass trombone; Emmy Rosario, French 
horn; Angel Mendoza, Jazz Guitar; Mila Volpe, Natalie 
Houlton,   Perjah Delgado, June Lanpher, & Matiya   
Kouassi, Voice 
 

An original composition by Perjah Delgado was featured 
at the All-State Festival through the CMEA Composition 
Competition. Perjah's piece, composed for orchestra, 
was presented at the festival on Saturday, April 6 at the 
Hartford Convention Center.  

 

Amy Christman & Kevin Buno, Co-Chairs 

 
Theatre  
Below are some pictures that highlight our student    
technicians and performers preparing for our Springfest 
performances which will kick off with next Thursday’s 
(April 11th) performance of Chamber Music at 2pm & 
6:30 pm in the Little Theatre. 
 

Please find the most recent article, found in the New Ha-
ven Arts Council paper, on Daia and the ECA Theatre 
department.  We are excited for theatre student, Daia 
Jade, who will represent ECA at the National Shake-
speare Competition at Lincoln Center on April 15th! 
 

Here is the article link: 
https://www.newhavenarts.org/arts-paper/articles 

 

 
Students from the ACES WIMS ECA Experience Class 
rehearsing for their production, under the instruction of 
Ingrid Schaeffer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ingrid Schaeffer, Department Chair 

 
Visual Arts 
Students in the Visual Arts Department started fourth 
quarter classes this week, immersing themselves in the 
final round of creative exploration of media, techniques, 
and concepts this year. 
 

Every quarter is also a new opportunity for students to 
meet and work alongside a different group of artist 
friends, peers and mentors, and broaden and deepen 
their range of skills and expressive possibilities.  
 
You can go here for a comprehensive look at all the 
amazing visual arts courses offered this year, and here 
to view our ever evolving online gallery of student work.  
 

As soon as this cold and cloudy weather passes, our  
students will be heading out to draw, paint, photograph, 
visit local museums and galleries- all the wonderful   
benefits of being in the heart of a vibrant art community!  

 

Johanna (Hanni) Bresnick, Department Chair 
 

 
ACES ECA SOCIAL MEDIA 
ACES ECA continues to celebrate accomplishments, 
provide  information on upcoming events, and promote 
educational opportunities through our Facebook 
Page.  We want to remind all who follow our social media 
that this is a platform used for informational purposes 
only.  If there are any concerns, social media related or 
otherwise, we encourage you to reach out to Principal 
Kevin Buno via email (KBuno@aces.org) or phone    
(203-777-5451) at any time.  Our door is always open! 
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PACE  
Parents for Arts-Centered Education 
 

ACES ECA PACE (Parents for Arts-Centered Education) held its third hybrid meeting on Wednesday, December 
13th.  Our families meet with administrators to continue conversations on their vision for the school and opportunities to 
support our students in their artistic endeavors. Please consider joining this wonderful organization which provides       
immense support to the ongoing needs of our school.  PACE is in the process of organizing sub-committees to help    
support the school’s forthcoming endeavors.  To indicate your interest in PACE and to join the mailing list, we invite all 
ECA families to complete this short form. The officers of PACE for the 23-24 school year are: 

 Sara Armstrong, president (parent of ECA visual arts student ‘24 & theatre alumnus ‘21)  
 Kitty Clemens, vice president (parent of ECA music student ‘25)  
 Nick Perrone, secretary (parent of ECA dance student ‘24)   
 Lisa Leamon, treasurer (parent of ECA creative writing student '25 & theatre alumna '23) 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
 

 Wed., April 24 at 6:30PM  
 Wed., May 15 at 6:30PM 
 
All meetings will be HYBRID, meeting in person at ECA with online access as well.  There will also be an ECA              
administrator at each meeting to report to the ECA family community about current happenings.  PACE relies upon the 
involvement of our many families to support these and future events.  To learn more about the organization and becoming 
involved, please email PACE at pace.eca@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbLwNd5C7RyhGCPnHjOucz_d7UA0-KYjG4s6QNaavoAoB3bg/viewform
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SUMMER CAMP 2024 LIST 


















