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The Area Cooperative Educational Services, hereinafter referred to as "ACES", through its
Govering Board, hereinafter referred to as the "Board" and the Area Cooperative Educational

Services Education Association, hereinafter referred to as the "Association", hereby agree as

follows:



ARTICLE 1

RECOGNITION AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES

A. The Board hereby recognizes the Area Cooperative Educational Services Education
Association as the exclusive bargaining representative of all employees in the teachers'
bargaining unit as certified by the Commissioner of Education, June 11, 1990 and as defined
in the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, and of employees holding durational
shortage are permits. All issues regarding the parameters of the unit shall be decided
exclusively by the State Department of Education.

B. Itis recognized that the Board has and will continue to retain, whether exercised or not, the
sole and unquestioned right. responsibility, and prerogative to direct the operation of ACES
in all its aspects, including but not limited to the following:

1. To create, abolish or maintain programs and other educational activities as, n its
judgment, will best serve the interest of ACES;

2. To decide the need and type of facilities;

3. To determine the care, maintenance, and operation of facilities with buildings, lands,
apparatus and other property in its control;

4. To employ, assign, and toprescribe and enforce rules and regulations for the maintenance
of employee discipline and for the performance of work:

5. To prescribe rules for the student in such areas as: management, studies, classification
and discipline for ACES programs,

6. To decide textbooks, curriculum, and procedure to be used to implement programs;

7. And, in general, to control, supervise, and manage the operations of ACES and its
professional staff under govering laws, and to establish or continue policies. practices
and procedures for the conduct of Board business and the management of its operations.

C. These rights, responsibilities and prerogatives are not subject to delegation in whole or in part,
except that the same shall not be exercised in a manner inconsistent with or in violation of the
specific terms and provisions of this Agreement.



ARTICLE I

FULL AND COMPLETE AGREEMENT

This Agreement contains the full and complete Agreement between the Board and the
Association on all negotiable issues.

Any mandatory subject of bargaining not covered in this Agreement may be govemed by
existing policies, rules or regulations of the Board.

In the event that any provisions or portion of this Agreement is ultimately ruled invalid for
any reason by an authority of established competent legal jurisdiction, the balance and
remainder of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

ARTICLE III

DEFINITIONS

In the construction of the articles of this Agreement, words and phrases shall be construed
according to the commonly approved usage of the language, except that terms of art, those
words which have acquired a special meaning in education or collective bargaining, shall be
interpreted accordingly.

As used in this Agreement, the following terms shall have the respective meaning as set forth
below:

1. "ACES" will mean the Area Cooperative Educational Services, a regional education
service center authorized by Section 10-66a of the Connecticut General Statutes;

2. "Board" and "Goveming Board" will mean the Board of Directors Governing the affairs
of ACES or a committee thereof;

"Executive Director”" will mean the person designated by the Board to administer ACES
and its programs;

(98]

4, "Teacher" will mean a member of the teachers' bargaining unit as defined under the
Recognition Article;

5. "Association” will mean the ACES Education Association, the exclusive bargaining
agent of the teachers' bargaining unit;

6. "Association Representative" will mean a duly designated representative of the ACES
Education Association. The Association President shall submit a list of officers of the
Association to the Executive Director in September and shall keep this list current. Any
communications from anyone on such list shall be deemed to reflect the position of the
Association.

9



ARTICLE IV

TEACHING CONDITIONS

A. Teacher Work Day

B.

C.

1.

Prior to any change in the length of the current work day, the parties shall negotiate the
impact of such change in accordance with the procedures of the mid-term bargaining
statute.

ACES may adjust the starting and ending times of the workday by fifteen minutes but, m
no event shall the workday begin prior to 7:30 a.m. Notwithstanding the above, offsite
programs will follow the schedule of the school in which they are housed.

During the on-site workday for emaployees in programs directly serving students, teachers
may be required to supervise after-school detention, oversee the transportation of
students, and to perform other professional duties.

Classroom teachers, SLPs and Social Workers working in the Early Intensive Behavioral
programs (EIBI)either at Village School or the SAILS Program will be required to work
the month of July and an additional ten (10) daysin August, and will be paid an additional
ten percent (10%) of salary for the month of July and will be paid pro-rata, per diem for
the additional ten (10) days of work in August. All contractual benefits will continue
uninterrupted for classroom teachers subject to this section.

Ifa bargaining unit member volunteers to perform translation or interpretation services
for meetings such as a Family Conference or at a Planning and Placement Team meeting,
such member shall receive a thirty dollar ($30.00) stipend if such translation occurs
during the employee’s regular workday and fifty dollars ($50.00) if such translation
occurs outside of the employee’s regular workday per occurrence.

Planning/Preparation Periods

l.

Each teacher shall have during the work day a block of time to be used exclusively as a
preparation period. [See matrix for further information]

In addition to preparation time, all Special Education Instructots shall be able to utilize
two of the early release Wednesday aftemoons per month for additional preparation and
for data analysis, IEP writing and any documentation duties.

Duty Free Lunch Period

Teachers will have an uninterrupted daily duty free lunch period during the school day of no
less than of thirty (30) minutes. Except in those programs where there is a requirement to
have teachers eat with the students, the teacher shall schedule a lunch petiod of no less than
thirty (30) minutes during the work day. [See matrix for further mformation]



D. Parent Conferences

1. All members of the bargaining unit shall be available to meet with parents during formal
conference periods. Staff assigned to more than one location, shall develop schedules in
consultation with their district wide supervisor.

2. Notwithstanding the above, teachers shall continue to communicate with parents on an
ongoing basis and are expected to continue to accommodate parents who wish conferences
apart from the formal period of conferences noted above.

3. Schools/programs that have parent conferences must plan for three-hour periods. For
evening conferences, building ad ministrators at each individual school may determine the
starting and ending times of parent conferences, as long as they are scheduled for three-
hour periods between the hours of 5:00 pm and 8:30 pm. The schedule for such
conferences must be provided toall teachers at the beginning of the school year, in writing,
and must be published in all printed materials for the school year. [See matrix for more
information.] No meetings or administration-directed activities shall occur between the
time of the early release and the time that parent teacher conferences begin.

E. Differentiated Scheduling

1. Principals throughout ACES may, by mutual agreecraent with the mental health
professionals (school psychologists, school social workers, and/or guidance counselors,
or other necessary professional staff) alter the work schedule to accommodate other

regularly scheduled services and necessary professional thetapeutic interventions. Such
mutual agreement is subject to the final approval of the Executive Director or designee.

F. New ACES Teacher Orientation

In order to provide substantive orientation and on-going professional development, all new
teachers to ACES will attend up to three (3) days of training as may be scheduled by ACES
prior to the start of the school year and one meeting per month to begin immediately after
student dismissal and not to exceed one and one-half (1 1/2) hours.

G. After-School Meetings

The ACES Education Association and the ACES Administration recognize that after-school
meetings may be a necessary part of normal duties. However, in view of the fact that there
are numerous other ways of commuuicating (e.g., memos, e-mail, voice-mail, and personal
contacts during the regular day) and in view of the fact that such meetings may intrude upon
other teaching duties and/or impose undue time burdens, they will be kept to a minimum based
upon the needs of the particular school or program. In accordance with the aforementioned
criteria and principles the ACES Education Association and the ACES Administration agree
to the following meetings:

1. One meeting per month may be held at special education programs, which ACES
maintains. Such meetings will be held consistent with each programs’ established
practices. Said meetings will be held on the school day that students are dismissed early
and would conclude by the teachers’ normal dismissal time. These meetings shall be no
more than one (1) hour in duration and conclude by 3:15 PM.

2. In ACES Collaborative Programs and ACES at Chase, one meeting of one (1) hour of
length will be held per month commencing ten (10) minutes after the student dismissal
time but concluding no later than 4:00 PM. Every other month of the school year an



additional meeting maybe held, if necessary, of 30 minutes in length and will start ten (10)
minutes after the student dismissal time.

Two (2) meetings per month of forty-five (45) minutes in duration may be held at
Wintergreen Interdistrict Magnet Program. Said meetings shall commence immediately
after the student dismissal time and conclude no later than 4:30 PM. Additional meetings
may be held in accordance with established Wintergreen practice of the common planning
time schedule within normal school day hours.

ACES Magnet Schools will have two (2) evening meetings per year for the purpose of
recruitment and outreach to their respective population of student/parents. Said meetings
will not exceed one and one half (1 1/2) hours in length.

PDSI employees shall have one (1) meeting a month of one (1) hour in length. Said
meeting shall commence following the conclusion of the student day and shall conclude
no later than 4:30 PM.

Teachers at all ACES schools shall attend the Back-to-School night as may be scheduled
in accordance with the following provisions:

a. Back-to-School nights shall be no longer than one hour and one-half (1.5 hours).
. Back-to-School nights shall be scheduled no later than the last week of September.

c. Teachers assigned to multiple buildings shall only be required to attend one Back-
to-School night.

d. Back-to-School nights shall be posted on the calendar developed by ACES in
accordance with Article V, Section A.

e. Back-to-School nights shall count towards the annual two (2) evening meeting
requirements for teachers at ACES Magnet Schools.

Teachers shall be informed by the first week of the school year as to a tentative meeting
schedule for the above meetings.

H. Class Size Criteria

L.

The Executive Director within limits of the budget and resources, in consultation with
the certified staff of each unit or program, will establish class sizes and caseloads based
on guidelines which will include at minimum the following:

Severity of the student's disability;

History of physical aggression;

Functioning level of the students;

Input from the receiving classtoom teacher;

Equitable distribution, which does not necessarily mean quantity of students; and
Total planning and programming respousibilities of the teacher.

MmO Qo TP

The intentions of ACES is to contact each affected teacher when new students require
placement. This section H shall not be subject to the grievance procedure of the
Collective Bargaining Agreement.



ARTICLE V

EMPLOYMENT YEAR

The student calendar for ACES will be posted in each school's main office as soon as it is
confirmed by the ACES Board. Best efforts will be made to post the school calendar no later
than March 1 of the prior school year.

Prior to ACES changing the length of the work year, it shall negotiate with the Association
over the impact of such change in accordance with the mid-term bargaining statute.

On the day preceding Thanksgiving, Christmas and recess periods, all staff shall be dismissed
immediately after students are dismissed.

ECA Arts Associates

1. The annual salary of Arts Associates shall be prorated according to the number of days
worked of the applicable All Educational Programs salary schedule based upon degree and
step on the appropriate salary schedule, plus Associate Stipend of $3,000 (without
proration).

2. Such salary is based upon a work year of 155 days based on the following:

a. 144 mstructional days (subject to the instructional calendar).

b. 6 professional development days, which may be scheduled immediately before,
during or immediately after the student school year (including the review day).

c. 5 additional days to be approved by the ECA principal.

3. The work day shall be from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

4. Arts Associates’ duties for the student day shall be divided to balance direct instruction
time at 75% and supervision, observation, coordination and development of non-certified
mstructors at 25%.

4. Until June 30, 2026, stipends will be paid annually as follows in recognition of the after
hours expectation for rehearsals and performances.

Theatre $3,687
Dance $2,107
Music $2.634
Visual Arts $1.581

Creative Writing $1,054
Effective July 1, 2026, no employee shall receive any of the above stipends.



ARTICLE VI

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR AND
ACADEMIC SUMMER SCHOOL

A. Extended School Year/Assignmeit

1.

When a student's individual educational plan requires an extended school year, the
teacher dssigned to that student will have the first right of refusal for the program
extension.

Should more than one class combine to form an extended school year, the teacher with
the greatest amount of seniority in ACES in that program who will be assigned the class
in the fall session and who will have students in the newly formed class, will have the
first right of refusal.

If no assignment is made, in accordance with the above procedure, any appropriately
certified and qualified teacher(s) in order of seniority in that program who has submitted
in writing to the Executive Director a desire to teach in the extended school year program
will be given the opportunity to refuse before a vacancy is declared.

Should a vacancy be declared in the extended school year/summer school program, a
vacancy list shall be posted within other ACES programs describing the specific
requirements of the program.

Qualified and appropriately certified teachers within ACES will be considered for the
vacancy before outside applications are considered. Teachers desiring to be considered
for the extended school year vacancy shall make written application by the second week
of May. whenever practical. Notification of extended school year assignment shall be
given to those teachers assigned during the second week in June, whenever practical.

Two teachers may request of the Executive Director to job share for the extended school
year. The Executive Director's decision shall be final.

Successful candidates for the extended school year who were employed prior to July 1,
2020 will receive ten percent (10%) of their respective ten month salary for the following
school year. Successful candidates for the extended school year hired thereafter will
receive their per diem rate for summer school instruction. The extended school year
assignment will occur from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for four (4) weeks during the month
of July (except as otherwise provided in a student’s [EP, which special circumstances
shall be discussed and, if necessary, negotiated with the Association).

Teachers assigned to summer school will not accrue seniority, sick leave or personal
leave during this period (excluding teachers who work in EIBI and SAILS). Up to three
days of previously accumulated sick time may be used, should it be necessary during this
period.

The on-site work day for teachers assigned to the Summer School/Extended School Year
Program shall be 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

B. Recular Education Academic and Enrichment Summer School/Assignments

1.

All Academic Summer School positions shall be posted annually within ACES programs
describing the specific requirements, certification, hours, and compensation.



2.

Qualified and appropriately certified teachers, within ACES, will be considered for
vacancies. Teachers desiring to be considered for Academic Summer School shall make
written application by the second week of May, whenever practical. Notification of
Academic Summer School shall be given to those teachers assigned during the second
week in June, whenever practical. Only when there is absence of certified and qualified
ACES candidates will the Agency seck outside candidates.

Successful candidates for Academic Summer School will be paid their hourly rate for such
summer work.

ARTICLE VII

TEACHER RIGHTS

A. Richts Within Buildines

L.

Adequate bulletin board space in each school shall be reserved for the exclusive use of
the official bargaining agent for the posting of official bargaining agent notices or
announcements. No derogatory material may be posted on such bulletin board space.
Copies of any notice to be posted shall be submitted to the building ad ministrator.

. The AEA may call meetings in each building after school whenever such meetings do

not conflict with other scheduled activities or programs. The Association shall leave the
premises in the same condition they found them. The Association shall seek prior
approval from the Executive Director before using such facilities.

The AEA shall have the exclusive organizational right to place material in the mail boxes
of teachers (which is non-derogatory) and/or to communicate via the electronic mail
system. Placement and/or use of the electronic mail system will be done by the
authorized representative of the AEA, which shall be one per site in addition to the
President. Such representative may, with approval of the school administration, use the
public address system for AEA announcements prior to and at the end of the teaching
day. Such approval will not be unreasonably withheld.

The President of the AEA shall have access to a telephone in the building(s) where they
are employed.

The President or designee will have covered release time to attend meetings of the
Govemning Board, when such meetings are held during the school day on the condition
that the Association pay for any substitute coverage that may be necessary.

The AEA President shall be allowed one hour travel time per month to visit external
programs provided such time is used only after students are released from their program
and provided said visits do not disrupt the work day of any bargaining unit member.



ARTICLE VIII
TRANSFERS AND VACANCIES

A. Transfers

l.

The transfer of a teacher within ACES is the responsibility of and within the discretion
of the Executive Director or designee, provided that, upon the request of the teacher or
the Association, the teacher being transferred and an Association rtepresentative, if
requested, may meet with the Executive Director or designee to discuss the need for the
transfer in advance.

Teachers who request a change of assignment for the next school year, will file a written
statement of such desire with the Executive Director by May 1. Each written request
shall be limited to a single position. Before new hires are assigned to a vacant position,
current employees who have applied shall be guaranteed an interview for said position.

B. Vacancies

1.

All teachers shall be given the opportunity to make application for all vacant positions,
as defined in paragraph 4 below. If, in the sole determination of the Executive Director,
two or more candidates possess substantially equal qualifications, then the candidate with
the most seniority in ACES shall be given first consideration for the position.

A list of all vacant positions within ACES shall be available in the main office of each
site during regular school hours throughout the year. Copies of the vacancy list will be
mailed to the AEA President. Before new hires are assigned to a vacant position, current
employees who have applied shall be guaranteed an interview for said position.

The AEA President shall receive a list of all newly hired professional staff members
along with a statement of their salary placement.

A vacancy occurs upon the creation of a new position or upon the death, retirement,
resignation, or discharge of an employee when the position held by that employee is not
eliminated. Before a position is declared vacant, the Executive Director may make all
transfers among existing staff that they deem appropriate. Upon making such transfers
the Executive Director shall take into consideration the requests of all teachers who
have filed a written statement in accordance with paragraph 2. The remaining position
open after all transfers are made shall then be declared a vacancy. Prior to initiating
transfers as noted above, the Executive Director shall post internally the position that
initially became open for five (5) days. The Executive Director may temporarily fill
vacancies until the hiring process is completed, without such posting in an emergency
situation.



ARTICLE IX
LEAVES OF ABSENCE

A. Sick Leave

1.

4.

Each employee is entitled to sick leave with full pay of up to fifteen (15) days in each
school year for personal illness. The faculties assigned to the EIBT and SAILS and 207
day certified staff shall be entitled to 16.5 sick days per school year for personal illness.
Teachers shall also be entitled to use fractional portions of a sick day in increments of
no less than one hour of a regular school day.

. Sick leave is accrued at the start of each school year. Up to one hundred and fifty (150)

days may be accrued and unused days are carried forward from year to year.

Sick leave shall count towards the allotment of leave under the Family and Medical
Leave Act in accordance with ACES policy.

Leaves may be taken in one hour increments.

B. Family [llness Leave

l.

3]

5.

Any teacher may use for family illness five (5) of their annually awarded sick days. The
family is defined as parents, spouse and/or children, step-parents, step-children and
significant others who are a member of the immediate household.

These days will not accrue as family illness days.

. The need for additional time due to extenuating circumstances must be reviewed by the

immediate supervisor and the Executive Director for approval of such an extension.

These leave days shall count towards the allotment of leave under the Family and
Medical Leave Act in accordance with ACES policy.

Leaves may be taken in one hour increments.

C. Personal Days

l.

Up to three (3) personal days will be available each year to conduct necessary personal
business that cannot be conducted outside of the school day or year. An employee hired
after January 1 of any given year shall be given one personal day for the remainder of
the school year. These days will not accumulate from one fiscal year to the next.

Personal days shall not be used to extend a vacation or holiday. Anyone wishing to use
a personal day unmediately prior to or immediately following a vacation, holiday or
wishes to use two consecutive days, must submit a written request to the human
resources office and a copy to their immediate supervisor stating the specific reasons
for the request. The Human Resources Director shall approve the request if they
determine that the day(s) are needed for necessary, personal business and are not being
used to extend a vacation or holiday.

10
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Anyone wishing to use a personal day in May or June must submit a written request to
their administrator stating the specific reasons for the request.

Leaves may be taken in one hour mcrements.

D. Relicious Leave

l.

4.

Up to three (3) full days of absence will be permitted to any teacher each year for the
purpose of observing religious holidays.

These days will not accrue from one school year to another.

Notice of forty-eight (48) hours to the Program Director must precede the use of a
religious leave day.

Leaves may be taken in one hour increments.

E. Bereavement Leave

1.

In the event of a death in the immediate family, which includes father, mother, spouse,
children, brother, sister, grandchildren, grandparents, in-laws, step-parents, step-
children or a significant other, who is 2 member of the immediate household, the
teacher may take up to three (3) consecutive days.

2. Up toa total of the equivalent of three (3) days may be used each year to attend funerals
of those not included in the immediate family.

3. If additional bereavement leave is required due to unusual or religious circumstances,
the Human Resources Office must be notified to grant such extension. The extension
may be granted with or without pay.

4. Leaves may be taken in one hour mcrements.

F. Jury Duty

1. The teacher notified to serve on a jury, must contact their Program Director and the
Human Resources Office immediately.

2. The teacher serving on jury duty will receive full pay and benefits minus any juror's fee
received.

3. Any teacher who is subpoenaed by ACES or subpoenaed in connection with issues

relating to that teacher's employment with ACES, in which the teacher is not testifying
on behalf of a party opposing ACES, shall receive full pay and benefits minus any
witness fees.

4. Leaves may be taken in one hour mcrements.
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G. Leave of Absence for Professional Growth

1.

When the interests of ACES are served through a staff member furthering their
professional growth, the Governing Board may approve a Professional Growth Leave
subject to the following terms and conditions.

The interests of ACES are defined as:

%  Identified goals or needs of ACES

%  Identified goals or needs of a program
%  Staff development plan goals

*  Supervisor identified goals or needs

Period Employed

A staft member must have been employed in any capacity by ACES as a full-time staff
member for at least three continuous years priot to the start of the leave. A year is
defined as an agreement year (i.e., ten, eleven, or twelve months.)

Period of Leave

Up to sixty (60) consecutive calendar days, but not less than eleven (1 1) working days,
will be granted. One leave may be awarded after each subsequent three (3) years of
consecutive full-time employment. The period of the leave must be within one
agreement year. The period of the leave may be extended by use of accrued vacation
time (for twelve month staff only) or through granting a leave without pay if requested
with the application.

Payment of Salary/Benefits Coverage

During the period of the leave, the individual's full regular salary will be paid for the
period of the agreement covered. However, stipends or remunerations received in
excess of expenses (i.e., travel, lodging, meals, instructional materials, tuition) will be
reimbursed to ACES. ACES benefits will be provided during the leave.

Penalty for Failure to Return/Early Leaving

Staff taking a Professional Growth leave must agree to return to work at ACES for a
period of one full agreement year following the year in which the leave is taken. If
return is not made or if the one full agreement year condition is not met, the staff
member is obligated to repay ACES a pro-rated share of salary and benefits received.

Limitations

No more than one (1) person per program at one time. Team applications will be
handled separately from the normal application process for individuals.

Application Process

Staff will apply for Professional Growth leave on forms provided by the Personnel
Office. The endorsements of the Program Director are necessary prior to the
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application being submitted to the Professional Development Leave Committee. This
committee will receive applications and make recommendations to the Executive
Director. The Executive Director may recommend leave to the Board of Directors.
Final approval for leave may only be granted by the Board of Directors. A written
agreement will specify the period of the leave, reimbursement and reconciliation
penalty provisions.

H. Pregnancy Disability Leaves

l.

Teachers shall be granted pregnancy disability leave upon request, accompanied by
verifiable medical evidence.

An employee who is disabled caused by pregnancy and unable to work may use
accumulated sick leave to receive salary during the period of disability. The Executive
Director or designee, may require at regular intervals written certification from the
employee's physician on continued disability, subject to review by an ACES physician.

If the period of disability extends beyond the total accumulated sick leave, the
employee will receive an unpaid leave of absence for the remainder of the defined
disability period, not to exceed a total of 12 weeks from the initial date of disability.

Benefits shall continue during the 12 week period and the cost shall be fully borne by
the Governing Board.

[. Parenthood Leaves

1.

Any certified professional employee shall be entitled, upon written request, submitted
to the Executive Director, to a leave without pay, for purposes of child rearing, apart
from any period of child birth disability leave. Such employee shall be entitled to such
leave for twelve (12) consecutive months, or a reasonable portion thereof, m which the
child is born or adopted.

Such child rearing leave shall be subject to the following conditions:
a. A teacher who has requested and received a parenthood leave shall be entitled to
purchase group insurance at the prevailing group rates in accordance with law and

the terms of the insurance carrier for the duration of the leave.

b. Employees requesting leave shall submit not less than sixty (60) days' written
notice of the anticipated date ot commencing such leave.

1. Return Privileces Following a Leave of Ahsence

l.

The teacher on leave shall be responsible for notifying ACES, sixty (60) days prior to
the date the teacher desires to return to work. A failure to provide such notice shall be
deemed a waiver by the teacher of their right to return to a position with ACES.

A teacher returning from a leave under this Article shall be guaranteed their former
position and program. if they are vacant. [f no vacancy exists, said teacher shall be
offered a comparable position as the one they left.
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A.

3. All teachers shall retain, but not accrue, seniority and sick leave accumulation during
the period of such leave. A teacher is not entitled to personal days and does not
accumulate vacation time during such leave, but may use already earned vacation time
(twelve month employees) to extend such leave.

4. A teacher does not advance on the salary schedule during such leave, unless the teacher
has worked more than half the teacher work year. The aforementioned conditions apply
to all unpaid leaves under this contract.

5. Teachers on leave who have not attained tenure shall not acquire tenure while on leave.
Teachers on Parenthood Leave are subject to the reduction in force (RIF) provision.

ARTICLE X

DEGREE DEFINITIONS

It is the expectation of ACES that all course work related to salary lane advancement will be
directly related to the enhancement of the teachers’ professional role. The salary schedules
listed in the Appendices of this Agreement will be interpreted and applied in accordance
with the following definitions.

Bachelor Lane A Baccalaureate Degree earned at an accredited college or
university.

Master Lane/ A Master's Degree earned at an accredited college or

Bachelor's Lane & 30 university relevant to the teacher's job responsibilities as

determined in advance by the Executive Director; the
completion of thirty (30) credits beyond the Baccalaureate
Degree in a program approved by an accredited college or
university and relevant to the teacher's job responsibilities,
with advanced approval from the Executive Director or

designee.
Sixth Year Lane/ A second Master's Degree in a discipline other than
Master’s Lane & 30 the discipline in which the initial Master's Degree was

awarded which has been approved in advance by the
Executive Director; a Master's Degree program from an
accredited college or university requiring a minimum of
sixty (60) credits; the completion of a planned program of
study consisting of thirty (30) credits beyond the Master's
Degree with prior administrative approval; the completion
of a program leading to a Certificate of Advanced Graduate
Study.
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ARTICLE XI
PLACEMENT ON THE SALARY SCHEDULE

The Executive Director shall determine where to place newly hired teachers on the
appropriate step and lane of the salary schedule after considering the following factors:

1. Degree Status as defined under Degree Detinitions, Article X.

2. Prior teaching in positions requiring and under State certification. Intermittent and
short-term substituting will not be credited as previous teaching experience.

3. Credit for experience outside of teaching and credit for teaching or teacher related
experience in non-certified positions deemed appropriate to the position by the
Executive Director.

4. Any teacher receiving a change in degree status (as recognized in Article X, Degree
Definitions) documented by official transcripts, will be placed on the appropriate salary
lane beginning with the next semester following the presentation of said transcripts to
the ACES Central Office. '

5 Teachers who have been continuously employed as a teacher at ACES for over fifteen
(15) years and have completed ARC shall be eligible for a credit of thirty (30) credits
for purposes of lane advancement on the salary schedule.

Teachers eligible for this beuefit shall make a request to the Department of Human
Resources and shall provide verification of the ARC program completion. Once the
Department of Human Resources verifies that the teacher has completed the ARC
program, they will be placed on the appropriate salary lane beginning with the next
semester following the presentation of said verification.

Salairy Option Payments

The Board shall offer to each teacher the choice of one of the following two plans for the
payment of salaries:

Plan A - For ten-month employees, salary payment shall be made in twenty-two (22) equal
paychecks. The 22nd paycheck shall be distributed no later than the last work day of the

employment year.
—OR —

Plan B - Payment shall be made in twenty-two (22) checks. The first 21 checks shall equal
1726w of the teacher's salary. The 22ad check shall equal 5/26t of the teacher's annual salary
and shall be distributed no later than the last work day of the employment year.

Plan C - For twelve month employees, salary payment shall be made in twenty-six (26)
biweekly equal checks.
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ARTICLE XII

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS

In addition to those payroll deductions required by law, additional payroll deductions
currently approved by the ACES Governing Board may be made from teacher's salaries
provided the proper authorization form is on file, prior to effecting any deductions. All
requests for changes to the authorized deductions must be in writing thirty (30) days prior
to the effective date of the change.

No later than September 30 (for new teachers) and June 30 (for those currently employed)
of each year, the Board shall provide the Association with a list of those employees who
have voluntarily authorized the Board to deduct dues for the Associations. The Board shall
notify the Association monthly of any changes in said list. The Association shall at least
thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of each school year, give written notification to the
business office of the amount of its dues and those of CEA and NEA.

The right to refund to employees money deducted from their salaries under such
authorization shall lie solety with the Association. The Association agrees to reimburse
any employee for the amount of dues deducted by the Board and paid to the Association,
which deduction is in excess of the proper deduction, and agrees to hold the Board
harmless from any claims of excessive deduction.

The Association (including its parent associations, CEA and NEA) shall indemnify and
save the ACES Board and its agents harmless against any and all claims, demands, suits or
other formus of liability, which may arise by reason of any action taken in making
deductions and remitting the same to the Association pursuant to this section.

Salary payments shall be paid by direct deposit.

ARTICLE XIII

DUES DEDUCTION

Deductions

The ACES Goveming Board agrees to deduct from each teacher who so authorizes in
writing an amount equal to the Association membership dues by means of payroll
deductions. Deduction for Association membership dues shall occur in equal amounts
from twenty (20) paychecks. The first deduction shall be taken from the first paycheck in
September, and the last deduction shall occur in June. The amount of Association
membership dues shall be certified to the Board prior to the opening of school.

Subsequent Emplovment

Those teachers whose employment commences after the start of the school year shall pay a
pro-rated amount equal to the percentage of the remaining school year.
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Forwarding of Monies

The Goveming Board agrees to forward to the Association each month a check for the
amount of money deducted during that month. The Board shall include with such check a
list of teachers for whom such deductions were made.

Lists
No later than the first paycheck in October ot each school year, the Board shall provide the
association with a list of all bargaining unit employees of ACES and the positions held by

said employees. The Board shall notify the Association monthly of any changes in said
list.

Reference to Association

The singular reference to the "Association" herein shall be interpreted as referring to the
Area Cooperative Educational Services Education Association, the Connecticut Education
Association, and the National Education Association.

Indemnification

The Association (including its pareat Associations, CEA and NEA) shall indemnify and
save the ACES Board and its agents harmless against any and all claims, demands, suits, or
other forms of liability which may arise by reason of any action taken in making deductions
and remitting the same to the Association pursuant to this section.

ARTICLE XIV

HEALTH BENEFITS

The ACES Governing Board agrees to the following Health and Insurance benefits for its
employees and dependents as found in Appendix C and this article.

The ACES Governing Board agrees to make available to teachers and their families (as
may be required by state or federal law), a High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP) with a
Health Savings Account. Individuals who do not qualify under Internal Revenue Service
rules for a Health Savings Account will be able to participate in the HDHP plan with a
Health Reimbursement Account as permitted by law.

The HDHP will have in-network deductibles for individual/family of $2000/ $4000.
Effective July 1, 2025, the deductibles will increase to $2500/5000. ACES will fund fifty
percent (50%) of the deductible.

ACES will provide its contribution to the deductible for teachers in the HDHP based on the
following timeline:

50% of contribution on July 1
50% of contribution on October 1
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E.

Prescription co-pays shall be $5/25/40 after the deductible is met. The out-of-network
coinsurance shall be 20%. The out-of-pocket maximum shall be $4,000/$8,000 inclusive
of prescription co-pays after the deductible.

Eligibilitv for Benefits

a. All insurance benefits shall be provided in accordance with the terms of the insurance
carrier. The master plan’s documents for the above noted coverages shall be on file in
the business office and shall be provided to the Association. These documents contain
the details governing the medical and dental programs and shall prevail in cases of
conflicts with any summaries.

b. Disputes conceming an employee's eligibility or entitlement to the benefits contained
herein are matters which are to be resolved by the employee (with the assistance of the
Association, if requested) and the insurance carrier administering the plan.

c. Disputes concerning coverage shall not be subject to the grievance procedure contained
in this Agreement. ACES reserves the right to self-insure the health plan. Should
ACES move to a self-insured plan, such plan shall meet the state and federal mandates
for fully-insured plans.

Plan Descriptions

In each case where the name of a particular company or specific plan has been used, the
intent is to indicate a specific type of insurance benefit and not to establish a relationship
with that company.

Premium Shares

Premium shares shall be for the duration of this Agreement as follows:

2023-2024 - Teachers will contribute twenty and one-quarter percent (20.25%) of the

applicable premium costs of their health premium costs, the Board of Govemnors will provide
for their employees and dependents seventy-nine and three-quarters percent (79.75%) of the
applicable allocation rate.

2024-2025 - Teachers will contribute twenty and one-half percent (20.50%) of the applicable

premium costs of their health premium costs, the Board of Govemors will provide for their
employees and dependents seventy-nine and one-half percent (79.5%) of the applicable
allocation rate.

2025-2026 - Teachers will contribute twenty and one-half percent (20.50%) of the applicable

premium costs of their health premium costs, the Board of Goverors will provide for their
employees and dependents seventy-nine and one-half percent (79.5%) of the applicable
allocation rate.

Change In Carrier

1. Prior to any change in insurance plans or carriers, the Board shall notify and consult
with the Association.
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Any change in insurance carriers or plans shall not reduce the level of benefits or
change the nature of the administration of such benefits.

. The representative of the insurance carrier shall meet with the President of the

Association and/or designees and the Executive Director and/or designees to explain
any proposed change. The Board shall make available to the Association all necessary
information in order to facilitate any meeting(s) with any insurance representative.
This information shall be provided to the Association in advance of any such meeting.

If the President does not approve of a proposed change as recommended by the
Executive Director, they shall submit a written statement detailing the reasons for such
disapproval. The statement shall specifically list the reductions in the level of benefits
and/or administration inadequacies to which they object.

The Association must submit this written statement within thirty (30) days of the
meeting(s) with the insurance representative(s). An extension shall be granted for an
additional 30 days upon written request from the Association.

[f the Association disapproves of any changes(s) pursuant to subsection (e) above, it
may submit the issue to arbitration. Such demand shall be submitted within fifteen (15)
calendar days following receipt of notice from the Executive Director that the ACES
Board intends to implement a new plan.

7. The arbitration shall be in accordance with the rules of the American Arbitration
Association. The issue shall be decided exclusively by the rules of the A.A.A.

Insurances

1. Life Insurance - The employee shall receive $50,000, the spouse $5,000 and the

dependents $2,000 face value life insurance at no cost to the employee.

Long-Term Disability - Long term disability insurance is provided in accordance with
the terms of the carrier.

Employee Assistance Plan- A service provided to mermbers of the bargaining unit,
offering three (3) face to face visits per issue. The setting is guaranteed to be
confidential.

457(b) Plan — The Board shall establish and maintain an [.R.C. Section 457(b) Deferred
Compensation Plan for the purpose of employee saving through payroll deduction. The
Board will make five (5) investment options available. At least one will be a low-cost
option and at least one will be a Roth Section 457 plan.

Section 125 Flexible Spending Accounts

The Board shall maintain at no cost to teachers an optional I.R.C. Section 125 Flexible
Spending Account for the purpose of reimbursing employee health care and/or dependent
care costs as permitted by applicable federal and/or state law.
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For those members of the bargaining unit covered by the HDHP, the FSA will become a
limited purpose FSA from which only vision and dental expenses may be reimbursed at the
time the Health Savings Account (HSA) is opened.

Reopener Negotiations

The Board or the Association may reopen negotiations in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat.
Section 10-153f(e) if the cost of medical insurance plan offered herein is expected to result
in the triggering of an excise tax under The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
([ACA; P.L. 111-148], as amended, inter alia, by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of
2016 [P.L. 114-113]) and/or if there is any material amendment to the ACA that would
substantially increase the cost of the medical insurance plan offered herein. Reopener
negotiations shall not include changes in benefits or coverage, but rather shall be limited to
health msurance plan design and funding (e.g., the total amount of the deductible, the
amount of the employer’s contribution to the deductible, premium cost share and/or
introduction of an additional optional health insurance plan).

ARTICLE XV

REDUCTION IN FORCE

This article deals with the method to be followed regarding reduction in force among the
certified staff, provided that teachers employed pursuant to a durational shortage area
permit are excluded from the scope of this Article. Both ten month and twelve month staff
are addressed m this article.

Prior to any lay-off, the Association President shall be notified, in writing, of the details of
the lay-off, that is, of the number of teachers to be laid off and the positions which are to be
eliminated. The Administration shall meet with the Association President and designees
for the purpose of explaining the layofts and conterring with the Association regarding the
reasons for the order of lay-off.

In the event it becomes necessary to lay off teachers, it shall be done in the following order:

1. attrition, voluntary retire, voluntary or involuntary transfers, tenminations;
2. non-tenured, by seniority;

3. part time (less than 1.0 certified FTE) which shall be prorated,

4. tenured, by seniority.

Should it be necessary to lay off certified staff, the least senior staff member will be laid off
first. Seniority at ACES is counted from date of hire at ACES in a certified position.
Seniority is minus leaves other than sabbaticals. Program and staff groupings are to be
considered.

. Program groupings are designated by distinct budget units
2. Staff groupings consist of:

a. classroom teachers, regular and special education
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b. physical education teachers, guidance counselors, world language teachers, art
teachers, music teachers, media teachers

vocational teachers

school psychologists

social workers

speech and language clinicians

education specialists

w@ o oo

A staff member with more seniority, who has received a notice of consideration for
termination, may upon receipt of such notice, displace a junior staff member in any
program in ACES. The most senior staff member shall displace more junior staff members
by transferring into the position held by the junior staff member.

The Executive Director may have an override option to seniority, if these conditions exist:

1.

2.

The override option will ensure optimum staffing vis-a-vis student/program needs;

The junior staff member possesses unique characteristics for the program. The unique
characteristics shall be defined by the Executive Director and stated in writing to the
more senior teacher who has their seniority overridden;

To effectuate a seniority override, the Executive Director shall demonstrate that the
staff members retained in a program are superior in their qualifications and such
superior qualifications communicated in writing to those having their seniority
overmdden;

The decision of the Executive Director to modify the strict application of seniority, shall
not be a subject for the grievance procedure; but, evidence of such an override may be
subject to review under Conn. General Statute 10-151, inclusive:

The standard by which the decision of the Executive Director shall be judged is whether
the decision is reasonable to exercise the seniority override. A decision that is
reasonable shall be upheld.

In the event of a tie between certified staff, the Executive Director will review certification,
experience, program needs, and total years of service at ACES in determining which of two
(or more) staff will be laid off.

Recall Proceditre

l.

Should a position in ACES become available, the Executive Director shall offer the
position to the individual on the recall list who was most recently terminated subject to
consideration of program and staff groupings as noted in Section D of the Reduction in
Force Procedure and subject to an override option based on the criteria listed in Section
F of the Reduction in Force Procedure.

2. A separated teacher shall remain on the recall list for one school year.
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If recall occurs for a position with an FTE less than it was at the time of separation, the
teacher accepting the reduced position shall remain on the recall list until the onginal
FTE is available or one additional school year, whichever occurs first.

Refusal to accept reduced FTE does not make the teacher ineligible for recall.

The teacher must notify ACES of any change in address and telephone number.

All notices to and from staf* are to be sent certified mail

A recalled teacher must accept, in writing, the position within ten working days from
the date of mailing of the recall notice and must assume the position within ten days

from the date of acceptance.

Association President will regularly receive status reports on the recall list.

ARTICLE XVI

PROTECTION FROM ARBITRARY ACTION

Personnel Files

l.

No material, excluding ordinary business records, originating after the initial date of
employment, shall be placed in any teacher’s personnel file unless the teacher has first
had an opportunity to review the material. The teacher may submit a written
explanation regarding any material (except evaluations which are subject to another
response process), and the same shall be attached to the file copy of the material in
question. [f the teacher is asked to sign material to be placed in the teacher's file, such
signature shall indicate their awareness of the material, but in no instance shall said
signature be interpreted to mean the teacher's agreement with the content of the
material.

At the request of the teacher, the Executive Director may place material deemed
appropriate in the teacher's personnel file. Such appropriate material may include
honors, certificates, or letters of commendation from reputable outside organizations.

Any substantive, serious complaint, verbal or written, made to the ACES
Administration or person to whom the teacher is administratively responsible, by any
parent, student or other person outside the Agency, shall be promptly brought to the
attention of the teacher involved. Said teacher will be provided an opportunity to
explain the circumstances of the complaint.

In no case shall any anonymous complaint be placed in any teacher personnel file.

A teacher has the right to have a representative of the Union accompany them on any
review by said teacher of their personnel files.

Any teacher may request an Association representative to attend any conference called
by the employer or its agents which conference involves the investigation of matters
that may result in disciplinary action being taken against the teacher. This provision
does not apply to routine conferences conceming the review of teacher evaluations.
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B.

7. Just Cause — No teacher shall be reptimanded in writing or suspended without pay

without just cause. If a teacher is to be reprimanded in writing or suspended without
pay, the teacher shall be notified at least twenty-four (24) hours before such actions is to
be undertaken and shall be entitled to receive a written statement of the reasons for such
action, to explain their position on the matter, and to have a representative of the
Association present if they so desire. Teachers employed under a durational shortage
area permit are subject to dismissal as the Executive Director may determine.

Notice of Suspension and Discharge

| Contact with the ABA President must precede the implementation of any disciplinary

action involving suspension or dismissal, except where the Association member rejects
such contact in writing.

ARTICLE XVII

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to secure, at the lowest possible administrative level in the
least amount of time, and with a positive atmosphere, equitable solutions to problems
which may arise in the interpretation and application of this Agreement. The parties agree
that the grievance procedure shall be as con fidential as is appropriate.

Definitions

1. "Grievance" shall mean a violation of a specific term or terms of this contract to the

detriment of a teacher or a group of teachers. Grievance shall also mean a violation of
ACES policies involving mandatory subjects of bargaining. Such policy grievances
may only proceed to the ACES "Board"” or a committee thereof for final resolution and
are not subject to the arbitration provision of this grievance procedure.

"Grievant" shall mean any member or members of the teachers' bargaining unit.
Anyone who has been a part of a group gricvance may not file as an individual on the
same issue.

"Days" shall mean days when school is in session, except after May lst, when days
shall mean business days, so that the matter may be resolved before the end of the
school term or as soon as possible thereafter.

Time Limits

The number of days indicated at each level of this procedure will be considered as a
maximum. The time limit specitied may, however, be extended by written agreement
of the grievant and the appropriate administrator, except that the time limit for the
formal filing of a grievance, as noted below, may not be extended by either party.

If a teacher does not file a grievance in writing within twenty-five (25) days of the act
or conditions on which the grievance is based, then the grievance shall be considered to
have been waived.

23



Failure by the grievant at any level to appeal a grievance to the next level within the
specified time limits shall be deemed to be acceptance of the decision rendered at that
level.

Failure by any administrator to render a decision within the specified time limits shall
allow the grievant to proceed to the next level of the procedure.

Any grievance not processed in accordance with the time limits specified herein shall
be deemed waived by the grievant.

The time limits specified at any step of the formal procedure may be extended in any
particular instance by written agreement between the supervisor and the grievant,
except as specified m Section C.2 above.

Informal Procedure

1.

3.

[f any teacher feels they may have a grievance, they will discuss the matter with their
immediate supervisor or other appropriate ad ministrator in an effort to resolve the
problem informally. The informal procedure shall be a mandatory phase of the
grievance procedure.

If the teacher is not satisfied with the disposition of the matter, they shall have the right
to have the Association assist them in further efforts to resolve the problem informally
with the immediate supervisor or other appropriate administrator.

If the problem is not resolved, the teacher may institute formal procedures.

Formal Procedure

l.

Level One - Immediate Supervisor

The grievant may file a written formal grievance with the immediate supervisor
which shall specify the term or terms of the contract that the grievant believes had
been breached and a proposed remedy.

The immediate supervisor may hold a meeting with the grievant prior to making a
decision.

The immediate supervisor shall, within five (5) days of the written submission of
grievance, render a decision and reasons in writing to the grievant.

2. Level Two - Executive Director

a.

53

a.

[f the grievant is not satisfied with the disposition of the grievance at Level One,
they may, within five (5) days after receipt of the decision, file a grievance with the
Executive Director.

The Executive Director may meet with the grievant prior to making a decision.

The Executive Director shall, within ten (10) days after receipt of the grievance,
render a decision and the reasons in writing to the grievant.

Level Three - ACES Board of Governors

[ the grievant is not satisfied with the disposition of the grievance at Level Two,
they may, within five (5) days after the receipt of the decision or ten (10) days after
the meeting with the Executive Director, file a grievance with the ACES Board of
Govemors.
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The ACES Board of Govemots or a committee thereof, shall, within twenty-five
(25) days after receipt of the grievance, mest with the grievant for the purpose of
resolving the grievance. The ACES Board of Govemors or a committee thereof
shall, within five (5) days after such meeting, render its decision and the reasons in
writing to the grievant.

4. Level Four - Arbitration

a.

d.

If the Association and the grievant are not satisfied with the disposition of the
grievance at Level Three, the Association may, within ten (10) days after the
decision of the Board of Governors, submit the grievance to arbitration by notifying
the Executive Director of its intent to do so. If the Association and the Executive
Director cannot mutually agree upon a single arbitrator to hear the grievance within
three (3) days of the notice of tent to submit to arbitration, then the Association
may submit the grievance to arbitration by filing a demand for arbitration under the
Voluntary Labor Arbitration Rules of the American Arbitration Association. The
American Arbitration Association shall then act as the administrator of the
proceedings.

The arbitrator selected shall confer promptly with the representatives of the Board
and the Association, shall review the record of prior hearings, and shall hold such
further hearings as they shall deem requisite.

The arbitrator shall be bound by the Voluntary Labor Arbitration Rules except as
they may be inconsistent with the terms of the Agreement. The arbitrator shall hear
only one grievance at a time. The arbitrator shall have no power to add to, delete
from or modify the Agreement. The decision of the arbitrator shall be submitted to
the Board of Govemnors and the Association and shall be binding.

The costs of the services of the arbitrator shall be borne equally by ACES and the
Association.

Richts of Teachers to Representation

The parties recognize that the formal grievance procedure is intended to resolve collective
bargaining disputes between the Board and the Association and its members. Accordingly,
the parties agree that employees may only be represented by the Association (and not a third
party) in connection with the formal grievance procedure.

A grievant may only bring forward a grievance without approval from the Association at
Levels One. Two and Three of the formal grievance procedure. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the grievant may have Association representation of their choosing at any level
of the grievance procedure (beyond the initial stage of the informal level), provided that
such person is reasonably available. When a teacher is not represented by the Association
at Levels One. Two and/or Three of the formal grievance procedure, the Association shall
be notified and have the right to be present and to state its views at any level of the
grievance ptocedure.

Miscellaneous

l. Meetings held under this procedure shall be conducted on non-school time at a place

which will afford a fair and reasonable opportunity for all persons proper to be present
to be heard. If, at the option of ACES, hearings are held during school hours, persons
proper to be present shall be excused without loss of pay.

25



2. If the grievance occurs as a result of an action by other than the teacher's immediate
supervisor or affects a group or class of teachers, the grievance may be processed
immediately at the level at which it occurs. In such a case, the grievance shall
specifically identify the group and the alleged damage suffered by that group. The
Association may file such group grievances.

3. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as compelling the Association to submit a
grievance that lacks merit to arbitration.

4. All documents, communications and records generated by a grievance shall be filed
separately from the personnel files of the participant.

5. Forms for filing and processing grievances and other necessary documents shall be
prepared by the Association with the approval of the Executive Director.

6. This grievance procedures supersedes and replaces any grievance policy of ACES now
in etfect.

ARTICLE XvHUI
MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT

Bargaining unit members required to travel on ACES business using their own car shall be
reimbursed for mileage at the [RS rates in effect on January 1 of each year, subject to the
submussion of mileage reports on a monthly basis.

ARTICLE XIX

REIMBURSEMENT FOR DAMAGED PERSONAL PROPERTY,
PERSONAL SAFETY

A.  Teachers shall be reimbursed for personal property damaged by students and not through the
employee's negligence, in accordance with the following schedule:

Eyeglasses shall be reimbursed up to $500.

Watches shall be reimbursed up to $100 of their current value.
Clothes shall be reimbursed up to $50 of their current value.
Jewelry shall be reimbursed up to $50 of its current value.
Personal vehicle shall be reimbursed up to $500.

g sl =

B. Reimbursement with respect to items 2, 3, and 4 noted above shall not exceed $2,000 in any
one fiscal year for the entire bargaining unit. However, an employee who is denied
reimbursement on the basis that the $2.000 limit has been met in a particular fiscal year, may
re-file their claim in the next fiscal year. All damaged property claims must be made to the
Executive Director or designee within five (5) business days of the incident giving rise to the
claim. The claim must be in writing and on the form provided by ACES. At a minimum,
ACES will require a brief description of the incident. a brief description of the property as
well as the original cost, original receipts or current prices of the same or comparable items,
and the original date that the article was purchased.
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Whenever a teacher is absent from school as a result of personal injury caused by an assault
upon the teacher arising from and in the course of employment, theteacher shall be paid their
full salary for the period of such absence without having such absence charged to their annual
or accumnulated sick leave. Any amount of salary payable pursuant to this section, when
combined with any Worker's Compensation benefit received, shall not exceed the injured
teacher's annual salary. If civil proceedings are brought against a teacher alleging that they
committed an assault against a student in connection with their employment. ACES shall
indemnify and save harmless said teacher in connection with such proceedings in accordance
with and subject to the law. This section is for information purposes only and shall not be
subject to the grievance procedure in this agreement.

Whenever a teacher is absent from school as a result of an injury covered by Workers’
Compensation (other than a personal injury caused by an assault upon the teacher arising
from and in the course of employment), they shall continue to receive their full salary during
the period of such absence, with a proportionate charge to the teacher’s annual or
accumulated sick leave, fora period not to exceed one (1) year. Inorderto receive their full
salary, the teacher shall sign over to ACES the check the teacher receives for Workers’
Compensation benefits.

ARTICLE XX
MISCELLANEOUS

Effective June 30, 2023, each staff member who. having completed at least twenty (20)
years of continuous and unbroken service with ACES, except for leaves as defined in
Article IX, may submit to the Executive Director in writing on or before November 1 of
that school year an irrevocable resignation for purposes of retirement effective at the end of
any school year, and such staff members shall receive a $2,000 payment in their final
paycheck.

Educational Specialists employed in Professional Development and School Improvement
(PDSI) shall execute and be subject to a non-compete agreement prohibiting their
acceptance of employment in a position performing setvices in competition with ACES and
with any ACES client or with a company providing services to any ACES client for a
period of one year. This prohibition shall not apply in cases of layoff or non-renewal.

Teachers required to move their room or change to a new building shall be entitled to put in
for paid time to accomplish tasks associated with the room change. The Association and
Executive Director shall meet to determine how the teacher shall be compensated on a
case-by-case basis.

At the request of the Association, the Association and Executive Director shall meet to
discuss concerns related to the health and safety of school buildings.

Teachers working as Professional Learning Specialists at PDSI shall be have the option of
(1) receiving a monthly fifty-dollar ($50) stipend for using their personal cell phone or (2)
be provided with a work cell phone at least every four (4) years.



ARTICLE XXI

DURATION

Subject to Article XIV(H), the provisions of this Agreement shall be effective as of the first day

of July, 2023 and shall remain in full force and effect to and including the last day of June 30.
2026.
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P BA
In WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here unto set their hands this 2 day of 'f\o_.-! 20ci~.3

Area Cooperative Educational Area Cooperatlve Educational
Services Govermning Board Services Educﬁtmﬁ A?abuatlon

2
/ i -
BY: _{7/ M. @x;_,,&? BY: (A& L —"—

Witness: "~ -
-~ -_.‘-"'-"\::. J-’_-_- i“
r— ‘).'_’1"__ - _—/-.
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APPENDIX A

Salary Schedule A
July 1, 2023 throughJune 30, 2024

All teachers not at maximum shall move one step

All Educational Programs
(except Educational Specialists)

MA Sixth Year Sixth
STEP BA BA +30 MA +30 BA MA Year

1 $49,733 $54,090 $57,139 $55,348 | $60.195 | $63,591

Educational Specialist

2 $51,558 $56,240 $59,322 $57,379 | $62,589 | §66,018

3 $53.449 $58,476 $61,588 $59.484 | $65,076 | $68,541

4 $55.412 $60,800 $63,939 $61.667 | $67.664 | §71,158

5 $57,443 $63,218 $66,383 $63.929 | $70,353 | $73,876

6 $59.551 $65,730 $68,917 | $66.275 | $73,151 | $76.697

7 561,737 $68,343 $71,549 $68,706 | $76.057 | $79,626

8 $64.002 $71,061 $74,282 $71.227| $79.082 | $82,669

9 $66.349 $73,886 $77,118 $73.840 | $82,225 | $85,826

L0 $73.934 $76,822 $80,064 ] $82,279| $85.494 | $89,102

L1 $79,876 §83,121 $88.893 | $92,506
12 $83,050 $86,295 $92,427 | $96,037
13 $86,353 $89,591 $96,101 | $99,706
14 $96,506 £99,976 $107,401 | $111.263

A teacher who has a PhD or EdD degree shall receive a stipend of $1,000 each contract year.
Curriculum Coordinators and Education Specialists shall receive an annual stipend of $2,000.

[nstructional Coaches shall receive an annual stipend of $4,500.
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APPENDIX A

Salary Schedule B
July 1, 2024 throughJune 30,2025

All teachers not at maximum shall move one step

All Educational Programs

(except Educational Specialists) ———E——Er“u('.mlim"‘dr Specialist
MA Sixth Year Sixth
STEP BA BA +30 MA +30 BA MA Year

2 $52,589 $57,365 $60,508 $58,527 | $63,841 | $67,338

3 $54,518 $59,646 $62.820 | $60,674 | $66,378 | $69,912

4 $56,520 $62,016 $65.218 | $62,900 | $69,017 | $72,581

5 $58,592 $64,482 $67,711 $65,208 | $71,760 | $75,354

6 $60,742 $67.045 $70.295 $67,601 | $74,614 | $78,231

7 $62,972 569,710 $72.980 $70,080 | $77,578 | $81,219

8 $65,282 $72,482 $75.768 | $72.652 | $80,664 | $84,322

9 $67,676 $75,364 $78.660 | $75,317 | $83,870 | $87,543

10 $71,822 $78,358 $81.665 | $79,930 | $87,204 | $90,884

11 $75,967 $81,474 $84,783 $84,542 | $90,671 | $94,356

12 $84,711 $88,021 $94,276 | $97,958
13 $88,080 $91.383 $98.023 | $101,700
14 $93,620 $97.054 $104,189 | $108,012
15 £99,160 $102,725 $110,355 | $114,323

A teacher who has a PhD or EdD degree shall receive a stipend of $1,000 each contract year.
Curriculum Coordinators and Education Specialists shall receive an annual stipend of $1,500.

Instructional Coaches shall receive an annual stipend of $4.600.
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APPENDIX A

Salary Schedule C
July 1, 2025 through June 30,2026

All teachers not at maximum shall move one step

All Educational Programs
(except Educational Specialists)
MA Sixth Year Sixth
STEP BA BA +30 MA +30 BA MA Year

Educational Specialist

2 $53,641 $58,512 $61,718 $59.698 | $65,118 | $68,685

3 $55,608 $60,839 $64,076 | $61,887 | $67,706 | $71,310

4 $57,650 $63,256 $66,522 $64,158 | $70,397 | $74,033

5 £59,764 $65,772 $69,065 $66,512 | $73,195 | $76,861

6 §561,957 $68,386 $71,701 $68,953 | $76,106 | $79,796

7 $64,231 $71,104 $74,440 $71,482 1 $79,130 | $82,843

8 566,588 $73,932 $77.283 $74,105 | $82,277 | $86,008

9 $69,030 576,871 $80.,233 $76,823 | $85,547 | $89,294

10 $73,258 $79,925 $83.298 | $81,529 | $88,948 | $92,702

11 $78,056 $83,103 $86,479 586,867 | $92,484 | §96,243

12 $86,405 $89.,781 $96,162 | $99917
13 £89,842 $93,211 $99,983 | §103,734
14 $95,492 $98.,995 $106.273 | $110,172
15 $101(,887 $105,550 $113,390 | $117,467

A teacher who has a PhD or EdD degree shall receive a stipend of $1,000 each contract year.

Curriculum Coordinators and Education Specialists shall receive an annual stipend of $500. This
stipend will terminate on June 30, 2026 and no other employee can receive the stipend thereafter.

[nstructional Coaches shall receive an annual stipend of $4,700.
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APPENDIX B
Stipends and Salary Differentials

Stipends

Teachers involved in providing in-service or professional development training within ACES,
shall receive $50 per hour preparation for each hour of a workshop in 2023-2024, $51 per hour
preparation in 2024-25 and $52 per hour preparation in 2025-26. Preparation is defined as that
time necessary to prepare off-site.

Teachers involved in activities sanctioned by the ACES Governing Board shall receive a flat
stipend to be determined as set forth below for the following activities: intramural coaching and
other activities as designed by the administration. Assistant coach will receive sixty percent (60%)
of head coach as will assistant or second staff member in activity.

Each activity will have a designated teacher and will run for the course of the designated after
school scheduled session (typically ten weeks per semester).

An after school coordinator for schools engaging in more than ten activities in any one session will
receive a stipend of $800 per semester.

All stipend positions are annual assignments and posted annually.

The following roles are assigned and posted bi-annually and the contracts shall be for a two-year
period. Notwithstanding the two-year period, the district reserves the right to annually fill or not
fill specific stipend roles. All positions will normally be posted by May 1, unless a vacancy or
unique circumstance occurs, for the subsequent school year and staff will be notified by June 1
of their assignment for the next school year. Building administrators have the authority to post
stipend positions in a way that meets the program's needs and is within budget limitations. The
job description for any stipend position must specify a full or partial stipend, and the duties must
match the time limitations. The job description must identify the funding source.

«  Full stipend positions (no more than 80 hours per school year) will receive the
contracted amount.
« Partial stipend positions (no more than 40 hours per school year) will receive the 50%
of the contractual amount.
Project or Durational Team Leader positions will have an approval process including
collaboration with the union president to determine stipend.

Role 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

Dean $10.500 $10,700 $10,900
Department Chair Grades 6-8 Chase Coutent/PPS $4,000 $4.100 $4,200
Department Chair Grades 9-12 Chase Content/PPS $4.500 $4.600 $4.700
Instructional Team Leader $4,000 $4.100 $4,200
Building Operations Team Leader $4,000 $4,100 $4,200
Project or Durational Team Leader TBD TBD TBD

Specialist roles $4.000 $4.100 $4,200

The parties shall discuss and, if necessary, negotiate over expectations for coaches and stipends
for coaches under Appendix B (TEMS/WIMS Stipends) in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat.
Section 10-153f(e) for the term of the successor contract.
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Athletic Stipends

Coaches for extra-curricular athletic teams which are conducted after the conclusion of the day
program will be compensated according to the rate indicated below in one payment occurring at
the conclusion of the season. Stipend forms for coaches will be submitted by the principal
denoting the sport and timeline dates for the season. (There is no obligation on the part of the
Board to appoint coaches merely because the activity is listed and rate set.)

Extra-curricular coaching positions will be assigned to qualified people. All extra-curricular
coaching assignments will be made annually by the Executive Director or designee in
consultation with the principal. The principal will evaluate the performance of the coaches each
year and a report will be made prior to the time the annual assignment is to be made again. It is
agreed that all such assignmeuts are for a reasonable sport season, not to extend beyond 8 weeks.
Coaches are responsible for securing necessary guardian permission, tracking attendance of
athletes, supervising and conducting practices, attending competitive events and supervision
during transportation to and from events.

The Athletic Director is responsible for oversight of all athletic coaching, schedules,
transportation and parental/guardian permissions, including any relevant medical forms.

The Athletic Director and Coaches will hold a current coaching certification from the
Department of Education Certification Bureau, trained in CPR, concussion protocol and AED
use (pursuant to Subsection (b) and (e) o/Section 10-149b of the Connecticut General Statutes).

Tier 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Athletic Director Grades 9-12 I $6,100 $6.400 $6,700
Athletic Director Grades K-8 II $5,700 $6,000 $6,300
Basketball IT $5,700 $6,000 $6,300
Baseball I11 $5,100 $5.300 $5,600
Softball I1I $5,100 $5,300 $5,600
Ultimate Frisbee 111 $5,100 $5.300 $5,600
Cross Country IV $4,600 $4.850 $5.100
Volley Ball 1V $4,600 $4,850 $5,100
Soccer IV $4.,600 $4.850 $5.100

Additional coaching positions for sports offerings at schools will be placed on the schedule based
on hours required in alignment with the coaching tiers below. All coaching positions will
normally be posted by May 1, unless a vacancy or unique circumstance occurs. for the
subsequent school year and coaches will be notified by June 1 of their assignment for the next
school year.

ATHLETIC COACHING TIERS

Tier Hours per season 2023-2024 | 2024-2025 2025-2026
Tier 1 >115 $6,100 $6,400 $6,700
Tier [1 105-115 §5,700 $6.000 $6,300
Tier 11 95-104 $5,100 $5,300 $5,600
Tier [V 85-94 $4,600 $4.850 $5,100
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CLUBS AND PERFORMANCES

Teachers involved in providing facilitation of school sponsored clubs and performances within

ACES, shall receive:

Club/Performance 2023-2024 2024-2025 | 2025-2026
Y earbook $1,800 $1,900 $2,000
Afterschool clubs $50/hour $51/hour $52/hour
Performance preparation and event afterschool $50/hour $51/hour $52/hour
School & Services ad-hoc after-hours assignments $50/hour $51/hour $52/hour

Building administrators will determine by September 15 each school year, through
collaboration with teachers, when and which aft

erschool clubs and performances will be offered
to students and anticipated number of hours for those stipends based on the hourly rates above.

An after-school coordinator for schools engaging in more than ten activities in any one session

will receive a stipend of $1,000 per semester.
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APPENDIX C

Description of Health, Dental and Prescription Plans

BENEFIT

HDHP Plan

In-Network services subject to deductible

Preventative services covered at 100% In-network

Out-of-Network Coverage Subject to Deductible and
Coinsurance
In and Out of Network Deductible
Individual $2000 Two Person/Family $4000
Effective 7/1/25: Individual $2500 Two Person/Family $5000

In-Network services subject to deductible

and then covered at 100% - Prescription drugs will have
applicable copayments after deductible

Out Of Network services subject to deductible and
coinsurance

Coinsurance - 80/20%

Out-of-Pocket Maximum - $4,000/$8,000
Effective 7/1/25:$5,000/5$10,000

(In-Network benefits are defined below)

Preventive Care

Pediatric Covered at 100%- No deductible applies
No age or frequency schedule required
Adult Covered at 100%- No deductible applies
No age or frequency schedule required
Vision Covered at 100%- No deductible applies
Covered one exam every year
Hearing Covered at 100%- No deductible applies

Covered one exam every year
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BENEFIT

HDHP Plan
Mammography Covered at 100%- No deductible applies
No age or frequency schedule required
Gynecological Covered at 100%- No deductible applies

Covered one exam every year

Medical Services

Medical Office Visit

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Outpatient PT/OT/Chiro
Speech Therapy

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Unlimited visit maximum per member per year

Allergy Services

Covered at 100% -after deductible
No copay for injections

No Maximum Limitations

Diagnostic Lab & X-ray

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Inpatient Medical Services

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Surgery Fees

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Office Surgery

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Outpatient MH/SA*

Covered at 100% -after deductible
No Prior Authorization Required

Emergency Care

Emergency Room

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Urgent Care Covered at 100% -after deductible
Any Facility (IN or Out of Network)
Ambulance Covered at 100% -after deductible
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BENEFIT

HDHP Plan

Inpatient Hospital

Note: Prior authorization required

General/Medical/Surgical/Maternity

(Semi-Private)

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Ancillary Services
(Medication, Supplies)

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Psychiatric

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Substance Abuse/ Detox

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Rehabilitative and Skilled Nursing

Covered at 100% -after deductible
Unlimited if part of [P hospital, if in SNF part of 180 day limit
per member per calendar year

Hospice

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Outpatient Hospital

Outpatient Surgery*
Facility Charges

Covered at 100% -after deductible

Diagnostic Lab & X-ray
High Cost Diagnostic

Covered at 100% -after deductible
Prior Auth Required

Other Services

Durable Medical Equipment*

Limited to certain items

Covered at 100% -after deductible
Unhmited

Prosthetics*

Limited to certain items

Covered at 100% -after deductible
(NOT combined with DME benefit )

Home Health Care*

Covered at 100% -after deductible
Unlimited Maximum

Prescription Drugs

Full Managed 3 Tier $5GE/$25LB/$40NLB
Copay after deductible

1x mail order copay

Unlimited Annual Maximum
Out-of-Network Coverage Subject to Deductible and
Coinsurance

30 Day Retail 90 Day Mail Order

Updated 12/29/16
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FULL DENTAL PLAN

The Full Dental Plan covers diagnostic, preventive and restorative procedures necessary for

adequate dental health.

Covered Services include:

Oral Examinations

Periapical and bitewing x-rays

Topical fluoride applications for members under age 19
Prophylaxis, including cleaning, scaling and polishing
Relining of dentures

Repairs of broken removable dentures

Palliative emergency treatment

L N O S S

Routine fillings consisting of silver amalgam and tooth color materials; including stainless

steel crowns (primary teeth)*

*

Simple extractions**

¥

Endodontics — including pulpotomy, direct pulp capping and root canal therapy (including

restoration)

*Payment for an inlay, onlay or crown will equal the amount payable fora three-surface amalgam
filling when the member is not covered by Dental Amendatory Rider A.

**Payment for a surgical extraction or a hemisection with root removal will equal the amount
payable fora simple extraction when the member is not covered by the Dental Amendatory Rider
A.

Accessing Benefits

Participating Dentists Benefits — When a member receives care from one of over 1,800
participating dentists, they simply present their id entification card showing dental coverage. The
dentists bills us directly for all covered services.

For dental care provided by a participating dentist, we will pay the lesser of the dentist’s usual
charge or the usual, customary and reasonable charge as determined by us. The dentist accepts
our reimbursement as full payment and may not bill the member for any additional charges.

Non-Participating Dentist Benefits — For covered dental services provided by a non-participating
dentist, in or out of Connecticut, we pay the lesser of the dentist’s charge or the applicable
allowance for the procedure, as determined by us. The member is responsible for any difference
between the amount paid by us and the fee charged by the dentist.
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FLEX DENTAL PLAN

How it werks
This dental plan provides coverage for a widerange of dental services up to contractual maximums
listed below per insured person per calendar year for the services listed below.

Diagnostic & Preventive Services (Category 1)

Payable at 100% of usual, customary and reasonable charges at participating dentists:
Initial oral exams — 1/36 months

Periodic Oral Exams — 2/year

Prophylaxis — 2/year

Topical application of fluoride — 2/yr to age 19

Space maintainers to age 19

X-rays

Emergency Treatment

Basic Services (Category 2)

Payable at 80% of usual, customary and reasonable charges at participating dentists:
Fillings

Root canals

Stainless steel crowns (primary teeth)
Extractions

Oral Surgery

Repair of dentures — 1/yr

Relining of dentures — 1/ 2 yrs
Recement crown

Recement bridge

Repair bridge

Major Services (Category 3)
Payable at 50% of usual, customary and reasonable charges at participating dentists:
Crowns — 1/tooth /5 yrs

Post and core — l/tooth /5 yrs Deductible :  § 50 Individual

Inlays — 1/tooth /5 yrs $ 150 Family

Onlays — [/tooth /5 yrs (three individual deductibles)
Periodontics

Prosthodontics — 1/tooth /5 yrs

Additional Services (Category 4)

Payable at 50% of usual, customary and reasonable charges at participating dentist:
Orthodontics
Maximum of $1,000 per lifetime

Maximum of 82,000 shared with category [, 2,3
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PRINCIPAL LIMITATIONS AND EXCLUSIONS

Services received from a dental or medical department maintained by an employer, a mutual
benefit association, labor union, trustee or other similar person or group; Services for which the
member incurs no Dentists’ Charge or which are services of a type ordinarily performed by a
physician, or charges which would not have been made if insurance was not available; Services
with respect to congenital malformations; Services, treatment or supplies furnished by or at the
direction of any government, state ot political subdivision; Any items not specifically listed in this
Policy; Lost or stolen dentures or denture duplication; Gold foil restorations; Temporary services
and appliances; such as crowns or tooth preparations and temporary fillings, crowns, bridges and
dentures: Application of sealants, regardless of reason; Services as determined by the company,
that are rendered in a manner contrary to normal dental practice. A complete list of exclusions

appears in the Master Group Policy on file with your employer or your Certificate of Membership.
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MEMORANDA OF AGREEMENT

GOVERNING BOARD POLICY
TEACHER FACILITIES

A. The Board and the Association agree that each program shall provide the following:

—

Space in which teachers may safely store instructional material and supplies;

2. A ventilated teacher work area containing adequate equipment and supplies to aid in the
preparation of instructional materials;

3. Well-lighted and clean teacher rest-rooms;

4. Anadult desk and chair for the teacher in each program;

5. Individual mail boxes for each teacher;

6. An appropriately furnished room which shall include a telephone, to be used as a

faculty lounge; and

7. A system whereby teachers can effectively and expeditiously communicate with the
program office in the event of an emergency.

B. Inclusion of this language as a policy. Placed in the contract. Grievances on this matter
shall be resolved only to the Goveming Board level.

UNAUTHORIZED RECORDINGS

The Board and the Association agree to establish a comumittee to study the concems regarding
unauthonized recordings and make a recommendation to the Board for a new policy.

SUPERVISION AT WINTERGREEN AND TEMS

ACES and the ACES Education Association agree that safe supervision of students at Wintergreen
and TEMS is an important matter of mutual concern. The parties shall discuss, and if necessary
negotiate, over how to provide appropriate supervision to students at arrival and dismissal at these
schools.



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter “MOA”) is made by and between the ACES
Goveming Board (“ACES”) and the ACES Education Association (“A ssociation’).

WHEREAS, in the recently concluded negotiations the parties agreed as follows:

By November 15, 2024, ACES and the Association shall meet to negotiate over the impact of
adding new grades to ACES at Chase in accordance with the Teacher Negotiation Act.

¥
In WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here unto set their hands this 56 day of NL‘-'{, 20»‘5'—3

Area Cooperative Educational
Services Goveming Board

BY: jﬁ'\r‘,—r\/w .

Area Cooperative Educational
Services E_dl@ion-ﬁ(ssoc}étion
!_ / -

f
§

']

/ . 4
(:n_//i‘:;v BY _.' = I‘-__ P - ﬂ'q‘_____’___’____ —

——
{
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter “MOA”) is made by and between the ACES

Governing Board (“ACES™) and the ACES Education Association (“Association™).

WHEREAS, in the recently concluded negotiations the parties agreed as follows:

1. The PPO Insurance Plan (the “PPO Plan”) is eliminated and has been replaced by a
High Deductible Health Plan (the “HDHP Plan™) with a Health Savings Account.

2. The Association raised a concern about the costs associated with the out-of-network
reimbursement rate under the HDHP Plan for two (2) unit members who are eligible
for Medicare and thus not eligible to maintain a health savings account.

3. Inlight of this concem, these two employees who were permitted, for the 2017 -
2020 contract term, to remain on the PPO Plan, shall continue on the PPO Plan until

they retire.
FOR ACES EDUCATION
FOR ACES GOVERNING BOARD ASSOCIATION
7 ) o {,r /l /JI'; f r'. I',_f_i\ .
j)if\a-.—yw M. Upn L L Y~
L ; = ,/' /
Date: \5 |3 [ I,}@;‘@ Date: f” 3 [ IG?J"
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